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understanding with others, is itself an understanding be-
tween myself and God> and constitutes theiefoie an articulate
obligation in relation to Him, not one whit less religiously
binding on me than the most palpable debt of integrity. Its
simple presence in the soul with its authoritative look is
sufficient to establish it as a Divine claim upon me. In this
aspect, it is quite true that all duty stands upon the same
footing; and that all transgressions are offences against the
same law. But it is not every unfaithfulness to God that
constitutes a violation of the rights of men, and gives them
a title to reproach us. In foigetfulness of this distinction,
the satirist frequently taunts religious persons with confess-
ing befoie God sins which they would be very angry to have
charged upon them by men; and evidently regards this as
a proof of insincerity or self-deception* But surely there is
here no real, scarcely even any apparent, inconsistency.
The claims of God upon us, coextensive with our own ideal,
go far beyond the claim of men, which is limited, we have
seen, by the range of mutual moral understanding, and
which m turn limits their critical prerogative of censorship
and accusation. And Conscience, in seeking peace with
Him, must needs have a very different tale to tell from any
that transpiies in settling the narrower accounts with them ;
and should they thrust themselves in to that higher audit,
and demand to have its sorrowful compunctions addressed
to them, it needs no spiritual pride to be hurt by the
impertinence. Human society may punish us for crinm;
human monitors reprove us for vues; but God alone can
charge upon us the six, which He alone is able to forgive.
Far from believing that religious sincerity and depth would
gain by the erasure of this distinction, I am convinced that
its scrupulous preservation is a prime essential to their
continuance at all, and needs to be enforced rather than
enfeebled. There is a certain morbid and confused Chris-
tian humility which is not content with deploring, in the
sight of Heaven, its failure in liumane and charitable zeal,
but speaks of it as a wrong done to others, as a withholding of